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Yours, 
Catherine Hughes

Hello everyone,
Is it only just going into February? What a busy month January has been to start
off 2025, which is a very special year for the Morris-Jumel Mansion – our 260th
anniversary! We are proud to unveil our new logo to mark this milestone, which is
the outcome of a team creative process led by Board Member Susan Arnot
Heaney. Watch for this celebratory new logo on the website, materials, and
programming throughout the year.

During the coming year we will be commemorating the various eras the house
has seen over 260 years, as well as the many tales from and of its occupants. This
will be an exciting and fun opportunity to bring out objects from storage,
highlight little known anecdotes, and show the layers of history that are
represented within the walls of the Mansion and on its grounds. You can look
forward to activities and events infused with 260 years of stories.

Ivy Fairchild was voted onto the MJM Board of Trustees at its January meeting and
now stands as its newest member. Ivy is a dynamic leader and the driving force
behind Landmark Consultants, LLC, an organizational development consulting firm
dedicated to empowering nonprofits to achieve their missions and build
sustainable futures. With a career rooted in transformational fundraising and
operational leadership, Ivy brings a wealth of experience and a passion for
strengthening communities through strategic and effective support for nonprofits.
Ivy knows both our community and MJM well, having grown up in Washington
Heights and previously served on the Board of Trustees in the 1990s.

In this issue of the newsletter, you can read about
some of the fruits of our busy month. We have a
new board member, Ivy Fairchild, who we are
excited to welcome back to MJM. It was great to
have Commissioner Shimamura visit. And school
programs are really having a great effect.



Restoration
Report

Click here to watch the
December Virtual Parlor

Chat about the restoration.

Click here to watch the
April Virtual Parlor Chat 

about the restoration.

NYC Parks Department Leaders Visit MJM

Tricia Shimamura, who last year was named Manhattan Borough Commissioner at NYC
Department of Parks & Recreation, visited the Morris-Jumel Mansion on January 24 for a tour
of the Mansion and grounds along with MJM staff and Trustees. Accompanying Shimamura
were her Manhattan Chief of Operations, Ralph Musolino, Deputy Chief of Operations
Benjamin Kramer, and intern Anna Dabrowski, as well as Northern Manhattan Parks
Administrator Jana La Sorte. The Commissioner and team used the visit to learn about the
operations of the Mansion and Roger Morris Park, and the relationship between the Parks
Department and MJM. Also discussed was the effect of the Exterior Restoration Project to
begin this year, with HHT Interim Director Giulietta Fiore providing information and insights.
Shimamura will be a key part of the team helping to usher the elements of the Restoration
through the necessary steps in the City’s process.
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(from l-r) Catherine Hughes, MJM Executive
Director, Giulietta Fiore, Historic House Trust
Interim Director,, Tricia Shimamura, Manhattan
Borough Commissioner at NYC Department of
Parks & Recreation, Benjamin Kramer, Deputy
Chief of Operations, Ralph Musolino Chief of
Operations for Parks, Wayne Benjamin, VP of the
MJM Board , Robert Lugo, MJM Caretaker, Jana La
Sorte, Northern Manhattan Parks Administrator,
and Glen Campbell, President of the MJM Board

We are proud that Board of Trustees Vice President Wayne
Benjamin recently received two honors recognizing his
contributions to NYC and the Morris-Jumel Mansion. NYC
Council Member Carmen De La Rosa honored Benjamin for
his service during a special event on Martin Luther King, Jr
Day, and Senator Robert Jackson presented a Community
Service Award to Benjamin on January 29 (shown in photo).

Board Member Wins Accolades

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgbdMG-p8NE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z5G02j4awwU


C a l e n d a r

V i r t u a l  P a r l o r  C h a t
T h e  L i f e  a n d  L e g a c y  o f  C o n s t a n c e
B a k e r  M o t l e y
Wednesday, February 19th
7:00-8:00 PM, FREE Registration HERE

P a r a n o r m a l  H i s t o r i c a l
I n v e s t i g a t i o n

Gates open 6:45 PM, Strict 7:00 PM
start (no late admission). 
Purchase Tickets HERE

F a m i l y  a n d  C o m m u n i t y
D a y
M a k e  Y o u r  O w n  V i c t o r i a n  V a l e n t i n e s
Saturday, February 8th
1:00-3:00PM, FREE (No Registration Needed)

F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  7 t h
S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  8 t h
S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 n d
S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  8 t h  ( S p e c i a l
E d i t i o n !  “ W o m e n  o f  t h e  H o u s e ” )
S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  1 5 t h
W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 n d  ( S p e c i a l
E d i t i o n !  “ E l i z a ’ s  B i r t h d a y
I n v e s t i g a t i o n ” )
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https://morrisjumel.org/events/virtual-parlor-chat-the-life-and-legacy-of-constance-baker-motley/
https://morrisjumel.org/events/virtual-parlor-chat-the-life-and-legacy-of-constance-baker-motley/
https://morrisjumel.org/events/virtual-parlor-chat-the-life-and-legacy-of-constance-baker-motley/
https://morrisjumel.org/events/paranormal-historical-investigations-winter-spring-2025/


Education Station

M a n s i o n  M i n u t e
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New School Program Elements Earn Praise

With a constant eye to making programs more relevant and accessible, School
Programs has been fine tuning elements, and enhancing student engagement
through hands-on, inquiry-based activities targeted to each age group. In the "What
Was Life Like in the Past?" program, K-3 students now participate in a second-floor
scavenger hunt, exploring bedrooms and Washington’s War Room to locate key
artifacts. These artifacts serve as discussion points for comparing past and present,
such as a globe leading to conversations about historical versus digital navigation.

For grades 4-12,  "Fighting for Freedom: The Mansion During the American Revolution"
now features a Soldiers and Spies Cipher activity. Students uncover clues throughout
the Mansion and use a cipher to decode an authentic spy message Washington
received just before the Battle of Harlem Heights—an intelligence report that helped
him avoid defeat.

Older middle and high school students in "What Does It Mean to be an American?"
now participate in a Town Hall Role Play, embodying different social classes of the late
1700s to debate voting rights and citizenship in the new nation.

These additions have been met with overwhelming enthusiasm from teachers, with
some booking additional programs mid-visit due to the excitement and engagement
they inspire. One favorite moment was seeing a student return to the Mansion the
week after her class visit to participate in Family Day and excitedly give her mom a
personalized tour. She told her mom all about cooking over a fire in the past, how she
got to feel the difference in the fabrics used for working class vs wealthy clothing, and
people playing instruments and games because there was no TV in the 1700s. She
even purposely wore a striped dress to match the chair in the Burr Bedroom, a detail
that left us all smiling! Another young student summed it up perfectly by calling their
trip to the Mansion the “cool best time.” Moments like these remind us of the impact
our programs have and inspire us as we share the magic of Morris-Jumel history with
our community.

Watch for School offerings & Family and Community Days in our
website calendar.
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Morris-Jumel Mansion is celebrating Black History Month with two
programs that connect to the heritage of the Mansion and our community:
a Virtual Parlor Chat on February 19th from 7:00-8:00pm on The Life and
Legacy of Constance Baker Motley and an audio experience on the life of
Anne Northup.
    First, the spotlight is on a trailblazer with an incredible legacy: Judge
Constance Baker Motley. Her life was filled with triumphs and trials as she
rose to be one of the most prominent figures in the American Judicial
System. During the Virtual Parlor Chat, attendees will hear her story from
Constance Royster, Esq., Judge Motley’s niece, and learn why the likes of
former Vice President Kamala Harris, Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown
Jackson, and co-founder of the World Institute on Disability Judith
Heumann have all credited Motley as an inspiration and contributor to their
success. Judge Motley’s New York City home was a short distance from the
Morris-Jumel Mansion and she is a proud part of the Black history of the
local community.
   Constance Baker Motley was born in Connecticut in 1921. She received her
undergraduate education at New York University (class of 1943) and her law
degree from Columbia Law School (class of 1946). Her career began as a
Civil Rights Attorney for the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
where she represented Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the Freedom Riders, and
other significant early Civil Rights activists in court. She also wrote the
original complaint in the case of “Brown v. Board of Education” and was the
first African-American woman to argue in front of the Supreme Court.
Motley was also the first African-American woman to serve in the New York
State Senate, the first woman to serve as Manhattan Borough President,
and the first African-American woman to serve as a federal judge, presiding
over many landmark cases during her tenure. You can register for the VPC
by going to: https://morrisjumel.org/events/virtual-parlor-chat-the-life-and-
legacy-of-constance-baker-motley/

Secondly, we are spotlighting the unique audio experience that explores
the interior life of Anne Northup, a noted cook, and wife of Solomon
Northup (the author of 12 Years A Slave), whose life journey brought
her and her three children to the Mansion. Produced by Black Gotham
and commissioned by the Morris-Jumel Mansion, this approximately 60-75
minute audio experience can be included as part of a regular tour of the
Mansion, and be enjoyed remotely from anywhere. It is available to
download at: https://morrisjumel.org/walkingtours/northup/

Celebrating Black History
and Heritage this Month
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https://morrisjumel.org/walkingtours/northup/
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Gary + Karen Fowlie
Daphne + David 
 Geanacopoulos
Molly Ginty
Paul Glassman
Mitchell Glenn
Bryan Glover
Robert Gregg
George Daniel Greenia
Zackary Goncz
Marta Gutman
Douglas Hartman +   
   Michael Villani
John Harvey
Susan Hesse
Marshall E. Hicks
Elizabeth Hipp
Nelda Hirsh
Joseph Hummel
Marc Hurlbert
Christine Jaworsky
Dorene Kaplan
James Kerr
Matthew Kester
Donald King
Lisa Koenigsberg
Will LeLand
Suzanne Lemakis
Curtis LeRoy Archer
Lynn Leopold
Harold Levine
James Long
Xavier Mandeng
Berta Matos
Linda McDonough
Patricia McMaster
Lynn Mehaffy

H a v e  a  q u e s t i o n ?  W a n t  t o  k n o w  m o r e ?
E m a i l  i n f o @ m o r r i s j u m e l . o r g
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Dee Adams
Curtis LeRoy Archer
Robert B. Arnot
Susan Arnot Heaney
Joachim Auer
Brooke Baldwin
Priscilla Bassett
Wayne Benjamin
Bruce Bossard
Stuart Braman
Robert Burke
Antonio Burr
Jane Campbell
Glenorchy Campbell
Heather Campbell
Alexander Campos
Steven Cappel &
  Katherine Fritts
Jon Carver
Leslie Casey
Valerie Chaille
Sara Chase
Katherine Chen
Alan Cohen
Karen Compton
Fred Cookinham
Fiona Davis
Stephen Paul DeVillo
Isabel Dische
Francis Dubois
Vivian Ducat
Tessa Dunning
Annette Duran
Brad Eckensberger
Sehra Eusufzai
Ruth Fischbach
Greg & Celeste Fisher

John Munoz
Jennifer Nassau
Elisabeth Norton
Christine Piccirillo
Joanna Piucci
George Preston
Elizabeth Richter
Bruce Robertson
William Russell
Camilla Saly
Paul Savidge
Marguerite Schnieder
Brenda Scott
Suzanne Smeaton +    
   Kenneth Gillespie 
Matthew Spady
Jonathan Spencer
Sarah Stalling
Kevin Stayton
Patrice Tanaka
Karen Tarjan
Jerry Thomas
John Thomas
Maria Thompson
Michael Unthank
Erika Villalba
Mary Wagner
Gregory Washington
Glenn Weiss
Warren Whitlock
Jason Wilcox

Donate
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Thank you to our members and donors, with
special thanks to new supporters

https://morrisjumel.org/support/donate/

